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(57) ABSTRACT

An apparatus with a metal member used as at least one of an
antenna and a sensor element in a portable terminal is dis-
closed. The apparatus includes the metal member, responsive
to asensed body, and for transmitting and receiving a signal in
at least one or more communication service bands, and a main
board having a communication module for processing a sig-
nal transmitted and received by the metal member and a
sensor module for obtaining information in response to the
approach of a sensed body.
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INTEGRATED ANTENNA AND SENSOR
ELEMENT APPARATUS FOR A PORTABLE
WIRELESS TERMINAL

CLAIM OF PRIORITY

This application claims, pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §119(a),
priority to, and the benefit of the earlier filing date of, that
patent application filed in the Korean Intellectual Property
Office on Jul. 27, 2011 and assigned Serial No. 10-2011-
0074503, the entire disclosure of which is hereby incorpo-
rated by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a portable wireless termi-
nal and particularly, to a combined antenna and sensor ele-
ment used in a portable terminal

2. Description of the Related Art

With the development of electronics communication
industries in recent years, electronic devices, such as amobile
communication terminal, a cellular phone), an electronics
organizer, a Personal Digital Assistant (PDA), etc., have
become a necessity of modern life. In response to the demand
for portable terminals or mobile communication devices, por-
table terminals have become lighter in weight and smaller in
size while the number of functions or operations that the
devices and terminals performs have increased dramatically.

However, with the reduced sized of the portable terminals,
it becomes more difficult to mount several necessary ele-
ments in the limited space of the portable terminal. For
example, as the portable terminals become increasing slim-
mer, the space for installing necessary components, without
causing interference between the components (or elements),
has become a significant factor in the performance of the
portable terminals.

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary arrangement of elements of
a conventional portable wireless terminal 100. Referring to
FIG. 1, the portable wireless terminal 100 includes a case
frame 110 for forming an external appearance and having
elements as described below. The portable wireless terminal
100 can include a sensor element 140 and at least one or more
antennas 130 and 150 mounted on a main board 120. The
sensor element 140 may for example represent a proximity
sensor that senses the presence of an object (e.g., a user’s
body) close to the portable terminal. The sensor element 140
typically includes a metal plate whose electrostatic capaci-
tance varies depending on a distance between the metal plate
and the sensed object (or body).

Generally, the size of the antennas 130 and 150 determines
the performance of the antenna. The larger the size of the
antenna is, the better the performance of the antenna, and the
portable terminal.

Further, the greater the size of the metal plate used as a
sensor element the better the performance and/or sensitivity
of the sensor element.

However, in a situation where several elements are
mounted together in a limited space, it is difficult to ensure
performance while avoiding interference between the ele-
ments.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An aspect of the present invention is to solve at least the
above-mentioned problems and/or disadvantages and to pro-
vide at least the advantages described below. Accordingly, an
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aspect of the present invention is to provide an apparatus for
ensuring a mount space by replacing several mount elements
with one element in a portable wireless terminal and, thus,
saving a manufacturing cost.

Another aspect of the present invention is to provide a
metal member used as at least one of an antenna and a sensor
element in a portable wireless terminal and an apparatus for
ensuring antenna performance and sensor performance by
operating with the metal member.

Another aspect of the present invention is to provide a
metal member used as at least one of an antenna and an
element for a proximity sensor in a portable wireless terminal
and an apparatus for reducing a Specific Absorption Rate
(SAR) by decreasing power supplied to an antenna when it is
detected that an object (e.g., a user’s body) approaches close
to the metal member.

Inaccordance with the present invention, an apparatus with
ametal memberused as at least one of an antenna and a sensor
element is provided. The apparatus comprises a metal mem-
ber, responsive to a sensed body, and for transmitting and
receiving a signal in at least one or more communication
service bands, and a main board comprising acommunication
module for processing a signal received by the metal member
and a sensor module for generating a signal based on infor-
mation obtained from the metal member in response to the
sensed body.

In accordance with the present invention, the apparatus is
generally characterized in that the metal member has a first
node electrically connected to the communication module
and a second node electrically connected to the sensor mod-
ule.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other aspects, features and advantages of
certain exemplary embodiments of the present invention will
be more apparent from the following detailed description
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in
which:

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary arrangement of elements of
a conventional portable wireless terminal;

FIG. 2 isa perspective view of a portable wireless terminal;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a portable wireless terminal
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIGS. 4 to 6 and FIGS. 7A-FIG. 12B represent different
aspects of an integrated antenna and sensor element accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 13 and FIG. 14 are block diagrams of a portable
wireless terminal according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Exemplary embodiments of the present invention will be
described with reference to the accompanying drawings. In
the following description, well-known functions or construc-
tions are not described in detail since they would obscure the
invention in unnecessary detail. Also, the terms used herein
are defined according to the functions of the present inven-
tion. Thus, the terms may vary depending on a user’s or
operator’s intension and usage. Thus, the terms used herein
must be understood based on the descriptions made herein.

Also, terms described herein, which are defined consider-
ing the functions of the present invention, may be imple-
mented differently depending on user and operator’s inten-
tion and practice. Therefore, the terms should be understood
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on the basis of the disclosure throughout the specification.
The principles and features of this invention may be
employed in varied and numerous embodiments without
departing from the scope of the invention.

Furthermore, although the drawings represent exemplary
embodiments of the invention, the drawings are not necessar-
ily to scale and certain features may be exaggerated or omit-
ted in order to more clearly illustrate and explain the present
invention.

Among the terms set forth herein, a portable terminal (or
terminal) refers to any kind of device capable of processing
data that is transmitted or received to or from any external
entity. The terminal may display icons or menus on a screen to
which stored data and various executable functions are
assigned or mapped. The terminal may represent a computer,
a notebook, a tablet PC, a mobile device, and the like.

The present invention relates to a portable wireless termi-
nal. More particularly, the present invention relates to ensur-
ing a mount space by integrating several elements as one
element and further providing saving in manufacturing cost
by using a single element. According to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention, a metal member is used
both as an antenna and a sensor element, and an apparatus
operating with the metal member in the portable wireless
terminal.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a portable wireless terminal
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion. The portable wireless terminal includes one metal mem-
ber (not shown) used both as an antenna and a sensor element.

Referring to FIG. 2, the portable wireless terminal 20
includes a speaker 21 for outputting an audio signal and a
display 22, located below the speaker 21, for outputting a
video signal. Further, the portable wireless terminal 20
includes a keypad assembly 23 that may be used as a data
input means and a microphone 24, located to the right of the
keypad assembly 23, for inputting an audio signal. The dis-
play 22 may be a Liquid Crystal Display (LCD) having mil-
lions of pixels. Furthermore, the LCD may have a touch
screen capability that enables the display 22 to operate as a
data input unit. The touch screen may operate in conjunction
with or instead of the keypad assembly 23. Touch screen
technology is well-known in the art and need not be discussed
in detail herein.

The portable wireless terminal 20 according to the exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention can include at least
one or more antennas for transmitting and receiving signals in
a specific communication service band (not shown). Further,
the portable wireless terminal 20 can include at least one or
more sensors (not shown). The sensor can be one that is
responsive to the presence of an object (i.e., a sensed body)
close to the portable terminal. For example, an electrostatic
capacitance-type proximity sensor or touch sensor requires a
metal plate whose electrostatic capacitance varies depending
on a distance to the object approaching the metal plate (i.e., a
conductor). Further, a resistance-type humidity sensor, ther-
mal sensor, or the like requires a metal plate whose resistance
varies depending on a temperature change.

In particular, the portable wireless terminal 20 according to
the exemplary embodiment of the present invention includes
one metal member used both as an antenna and a sensor
element. That is, the metal member can transmit or receive a
signal in at least one or more communication service bands,
and can be responsive to at least one or more sensed bodies,
wherein the response may be associated with one of a con-
ductor, humidity, heat, etc.
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FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a portable wireless terminal
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

Referring to FIG. 3, the portable wireless terminal includes
a controller 310, an antenna 320, a proximity sensor module
340, a communication module 350, a display unit 360, a
storage unit 370, a codec 380, a speaker 381, a microphone
382, and an input unit 390.

The controller 310 provides overall control of the terminal.
In particular, the controller 310 includes a modem for pro-
cessing transmission and reception signals of the communi-
cation modules 350-1 . . . 350-N and 350-M, which will
described in further detail, herein. However, the present
invention is not limited thereto, and thus the communication
modules 350-1 . . . 350-N and 350-M can be implemented
such that the transmission and reception signals are individu-
ally processed.

The communication module 350 processes signals trans-
mitted and received through a 1* antenna 320 and a 2"¢
antenna 330. The communication module 350 includes at
least one or more communication modules 350-1 . . . 350-N,
each of which serves its own communication service band.
The communication module 350 can include communication
modules for at least one or more communication protocols
such as, LTE, WiMAX, CDMA, GSM, PCS, DCS, WCDMA,
EVDO, HSPA, GPS, BT, and WiFi. In addition, the controller
310 can determine an appropriate communication module
according to a communication environment (e.g., a handover
to a heterogeneous network) and an environment configured
by a user.

In particular, the 1% antenna 320 can transmit and receive a
signal in at least one or more communication service bands.
Further, the 1°* antenna 320 also serves as a sensor element of
the proximity sensor module 340. As illustrated, the terminal
can additionally include 2" antenna 330 for transmitting and
receiving a signal in a corresponding communication service
band. The 2" antenna 330 is different from the 1* antenna
320, which serves as the sensor element. According to the
exemplary embodiment of the present invention, one antenna
provides for an integration of two functions to allow for two
usages. As a result, a reduction in a mount space to include
this dual-use antenna is obtained. Consequently there is also
a saving in manufacturing cost as a single integrated element
is used for two functions. The 1** antenna (a metal member)
320 may also be used both as an antenna and a sensor element.
That is, the 1°* antenna (a metal member) 320 may be used as
the antenna or the sensor element or both as the antenna and
the sensor element.

The proximity sensor module 340 outputs a proximity
signal corresponding to an electrostatic capacitance, which
varies depending on a distance between the 1% antenna 330
and a conductor (e.g., an object such as a hand), to the con-
troller 310. Further, the proximity sensor module 340 may
output the proximity signal to the controller 310 in response
to a detected change in the sensor unit or when the electro-
static capacitance (i.e., a detected change in the sensor unit)
reaches a threshold level. According to the exemplary
embodiment of the present invention, when the proximity
signal is received from the proximity sensor module 340, the
controller 310 can reduce a specific absorption rate (SAR) by
decreasing power supplied to the 1° antenna 320 or the 2"¢
antenna 330. For example, when a user places the terminal
near their ear during a voice communication, the controller
310 can reduce the SAR by decreasing power supplied to the
15% antenna 320 or the 2" antenna 330. However, the decreas-
ing of the power supplied to the 1’ antenna 320 or the 2¢
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antenna 330 decreases the radiation of the antenna but does
not result in a deterioration of radiation performance.

The present invention can include various sensor modules
equivalent to the proximity sensor module 340. For example,
the terminal can include a touch sensor module, a thermal
sensor module, a humidity sensor module, etc. However, it is
important that the 1 antenna 320 also serves as a sensor
element for such sensor modules. For example, the terminal
can include a thermal sensor module, and the 1** antenna 320
can be used as a sensor element for the thermal sensor mod-
ule. When radiation performance of the 1 antenna 320
decreases, an electromagnetic wave which is not smoothly
radiated becomes a factor in a temperature rising in the ter-
minal. That is, when antenna performance deteriorates, the
terminal may become abnormally overheated and thus may
operate erroneously. The thermal sensor module can sense
varying temperature through the 1% antenna 320, and can
report the sensed result to the controller 310. Upon sensing of
the temperature which causes an unreliable operation of the
terminal, the controller 310 can drive a corresponding cooler.

Since the display unit 360, the storage unit 370, the codec
380, the input unit 390, the microphone 381, and the speaker
382 are well-known elements of the terminal, a detailed
description of these devices will not be provided so as not to
obscure the invention claimed.

Hereinafter, a metal member used both as an antenna and a
sensor element, and an apparatus operating with the metal
member will be described with reference to the accompany-
ing drawings according to different aspects of exemplary
embodiments of the present invention.

FIG. 4 is illustrates a first aspect of a metal member used
both as an antenna and a sensor element, and an apparatus
including the metal member according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

The metal member may also be used both as an antenna and
a sensor element. That is, the metal member may be used as
the antenna or the sensor element or both as the antenna and
the sensor element.

Referring to FIG. 4, the apparatus 400 includes a metal
member 430 and a main board 420. The metal member 430
has electrostatic capacitance which varies depending on a
distance of an approaching conductor and that transmits and
receives a signal in at least one or more communication ser-
vice bands. The main board 420 includes a communication
module 440 and a proximity sensor module 450 to operate
(i.e., interact) with the metal member 430.

The communication module 440 processes a signal trans-
mitted and received by the metal member 430. The proximity
sensor module 450 senses varying electrostatic capacitance
of the metal member 430. A controller (not shown) included
in the main board 420 communicates with the communication
module 440 and the proximity sensor module 450 to control
a corresponding operation.

The main board 420 is a circuit board on which well-known
circuitry and components are placed (not shown). The main
board 420 is a part used to configure an execution environ-
ment of the terminal and maintain information, to drive the
terminal reliably, and to facilitate data input/output
exchanges of all devices of the terminal. The main board 420
includes components such as a Central Processing Unit
(CPU), a microprocessor, a co-processor, a memory, a Basic
Input/Output System (BIOS), a connecting circuit, etc. The
circuitry connecting these components is also well-known
and need not be discussed in detail herein.

The metal member 430 may be a thin metal film deposited
when the main board 420 is manufactured or may be a metal
plate attached to a non-ground portion of the main board 420

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

through post-processing. The metal member 430 can oscillate
in a corresponding communication service band, and has a
shape that causes variation of its electrostatic capacitance
when a conductor approaches. The metal member 430
includes a power feeding node 431 to which current is sup-
plied from the communication module 440, and thus operates
as a monopole-type antenna. The power feeding node 431 of
the metal member 430 is electrically connected to the com-
munication module 440 via a line 441. The proximity sensor
module 450 is electrically connected to the metal member
430 via a line 451. Further, the metal member 430 is prefer-
ably located near a perimeter of the terminal to ensure antenna
performance and proximity sensor performance.

FIG. 5 illustrates another aspect of a metal member used
both as an antenna and a sensor element, and an apparatus
including the metal member according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

The metal member may also be used both as an antenna and
a sensor element. That means, the metal member may be used
as the antenna or the sensor element or both as the antenna and
the sensor element.

Referring to FIG. 5, the apparatus 500 includes a metal
member 530 and a main board 520. The metal member 530
has electrostatic capacitance that varies depending on a dis-
tance to an approaching conductor and that transmits and
receives a signal in at least one or more communication ser-
vice bands. The main board 520 includes a 1 communication
module 540, a 2"¢ communication module 560, and a prox-
imity sensor module 550 to operate with the metal member
530.

The metal member 530 can oscillate in a corresponding
communication service band, and has a shape that can vary its
electrostatic capacitance when a conductor approaches. The
metal member 530 is electrically connected to the 1st com-
munication module 540, the 2’¢ communication module 560,
and the proximity sensor module 550, respectively, via lines
541, 551, and 561 through which current is supplied. The
metal member 530 operates as a monopole-type antenna, and,
thus, transmits and receives a signal of a communication
service band handled by the proximity sensor module 550 and
a signal of a communication service band handled by one or
both of the 1 communication module 540 and/or the 2"¢
communication module 560.

Although the apparatus 500 according to the exemplary
embodiment of the present invention includes two communi-
cation modules 540 and 560, two or more communication
modules can use the metal member 530 as a radiator (an-
tenna). Further, in addition to the proximity sensor module
550, the apparatus 500 according to the exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention can include one or more sensor
modules, which use the metal member 530 as a sensor ele-
ment.

FIG. 6 illustrates another aspect of a metal member used
both as an antenna and a sensor element, and an apparatus
including the metal member according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

The metal member may also be used both as an antenna and
a sensor element. That is, the metal member may be used as
the antenna or the sensor element or both as the antenna and
the sensor element.

Referring to FIG. 6, the apparatus 600 includes a metal
member 630 and a main board 620. The metal member 630
has electrostatic capacitance that varies depending on a dis-
tance to an approaching conductor and that transmits and
receives a signal in at least one or more communication ser-
vice bands. The main board 620 includes a communication
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module 640 and a proximity sensor module 650 to operate
(i.e., interact) with the metal member 630.

The metal member 630 can oscillate in a corresponding
communication service band, and has a shape that can vary its
electrostatic capacitance when a conductor approaches. The
metal member 630 includes a power feeding node 631 to
which current is supplied, and, thus, operates as a monopole-
type antenna. Unlike the embodiment of FIG. 4, lines 641 and
651 branch from a single power feeding node 631 of the metal
member 630 and, thus, electrically connect to the communi-
cation module 640 and the proximity sensor module 650.

FIGS. 7A and 7B illustrate additional aspects of a metal
member used both as an antenna and a sensor element, and an
apparatus including the metal member according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention.

The metal member may also be used both as an antenna and
a sensor element. That is, the metal member may be used as
the antenna or the sensor element or both as the antenna and
the sensor element.

Referring to FIGS. 7A and 7B, the apparatus generally
includes a metal member 730 and a main board 720. The
metal member 730 has an electrostatic capacitance that varies
depending on a distance of'an approaching conductor and that
transmits and receives a signal in at least one or more com-
munication service bands. The main board 720 includes a
communication module 740 and a proximity sensor module
750 to operate with the metal member 730.

Referring to FIG. 7A, the apparatus 700 includes a com-
munication module 740 and the proximity sensor module 750
are electrically connected to different nodes 731 and 732 of
the metal member 730 via lines 741 and 751. Therefore, a
signal processed by the communication module 740 and a
signal processed by the proximity sensor module 750 may be
processed in parallel. The node 732 at which the proximity
sensor module 750 is electrically connected to the metal
member 730 is preferably selected as a position remote, more
preferably, as remote as, from the node 731.

Referring to FIG. 7B, the apparatus 760 includes a power
feeding node 731 of the metal member 730 is electrically
connected to the communication module 740 and the prox-
imity sensor module 750 via the branched lines 741 and 751.
The apparatus 700 may include a filter 777 for branching the
signal processed by the communication module 740 and the
signal processed by the proximity sensor module 750. For
example, the communication module 740 may process a sig-
nal within the band of 600 MHz to approximately 3 GHz
while the proximity sensor module 750 may process a signal
in the band of 1 MHz to approximately 13 MHz.

That is, the metal member may provide an oscillation sig-
nal in the 0.6-3 GHz range in response to a communication
signal, while the metal member may also provide an oscilla-
tion signal (information) in the 1-13 Mhz band in response to
a sensed object. These oscillations (or information) may then
be filtered and directed to the appropriate communication
module or sensor module dependent upon the frequency
band. The receiving communication module and/or sensor
module may then generate corresponding signals to a con-
troller member.

In particular, the apparatus 700 (FIG. 7A) and 760 (FIG.
7B) includes at least one or more antenna elements to prevent
antenna performance against deterioration caused by the
proximity sensor module 750. For example, the antenna ele-
ment may be a floating inductor 780 provided to a node of the
proximity sensor module 750. As illustrated, the floating
inductor 780 is provided to the line 751 connecting the metal
member 730 and the proximity sensor module 750.
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FIGS. 8A and 8B illustrate additional aspects of a metal
member used both as an antenna and a sensor element, and an
apparatus including the metal member according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention.

The metal member may also be used both as an antenna and
a sensor element. That is, the metal member may be used as
the antenna or the sensor element or both as the antenna and
the sensor element.

Referring to FIGS. 8A and 8B, the apparatus includes a
metal member 830 and a main board 820. The metal member
830 has an electrostatic capacitance that varies depending on
adistance of an approaching conductor and that transmits and
receives a signal in at least one or more communication ser-
vice bands. The main board 820 includes a communication
module 840 and a proximity sensor module 850 to operate
with the metal member 830.

Referring to FIG. 8A, the apparatus 800 includes a metal
member 830 that can operate as a Planar Inverted F Antenna
(PIFA) or an Inverted F Antenna (IFA) having a power feed-
ing node 831 for supplying current and a ground node 832 for
providing grounding node. The power feeding node 831 of
the apparatus 800 is electrically connected to the communi-
cation module 840 via a line 841. The ground node 832 of the
metal member 830 is electrically connected to a ground plane
or surface 821 of the main board 820 via a line 822.

The communication module 840 and the proximity sensor
module 850 are electrically connected to the different nodes
831 and 833 of the metal member 830 via the lines 841 and
851. Therefore, a signal processed by the communication
module 840 and a signal processed by the proximity sensor
module 850 may be processed in parallel.

Further, when the metal member 830 is grounded to the
ground 821 of the main board 820, the proximity sensor
module 850 does not operate normally. To avoid this abnor-
mal operation, at least one or more elements (e.g., a series
capacitor 890) are provided to the ground node 832. As illus-
trated, the series capacitor 890 is provided to a line 822
connecting the ground node 832 and the ground 821. Due to
the series capacitor 890 provided to the ground node 832, the
proximity sensor module 850 can recognize that the ground
node 832 is open and thus can normally operate.

Referring to FIG. 8B, the apparatus 860 includes a power
feeding node 831 of the metal member 830 that electrically
connected to the communication module 840 and the prox-
imity sensor module 850 via the branched lines 841 and 851.
The apparatus 800 can include a filter 877 for branching the
signal processed by the communication module 840 and the
signal processed by the proximity sensor module 850.

As described with regard to FIG. 8A, when the metal
member 830 is grounded to the ground 821 of the main board
820, the proximity sensor module 850 does not operate nor-
mally. To avoid this, at least one or more antenna elements
(e.g., a series capacitor 890) are provided to the ground node
832. As illustrated, the series capacitor 890 is provided to a
line connecting the ground node 832 and the ground 821. Due
to the series capacitor 890 provided to the ground node 832,
the proximity sensor module 850 can recognize that the
ground node 832 is open and thus can normally operate.

The remaining components shown in FIG. 8B are compa-
rable to those described with regard to FIG. 8A and, thus, a
discussion of the operation of these components need not be
repeated in detail herein.

In addition, the apparatus 800 (FIG. 8A) and 860 (FIG. 8B)
includes at least one or more antenna elements to protect
antenna performance against deterioration caused by the
proximity sensor module 850. For example, the antenna ele-
ment may be a floating inductor 880 provided to a node of the
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proximity sensor module 850. As illustrated, the floating
inductor 880 is provided to the line 851 connecting the metal
member 830 and the proximity sensor module 850.

FIGS. 9A and 9B illustrate perspective drawings of the
apparatus shown in corresponding FIGS. 7A and 7B wherein
the apparatus includes a metal member used both as an
antenna and a sensor element, and an apparatus including the
metal member according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention. Referring to FIGS. 9A and 9B, the appa-
ratus includes a metal member 930 and a main board 920. The
metal member 930 has an electrostatic capacitance that varies
depending on a distance of'an approaching conductor and that
transmits and receives a signal in at least one or more com-
munication service bands. The main board 920 includes a
communication module and a proximity sensor module to
operate with the metal member 930. In particular, the metal
member 930 is attached to an injection molding member
(hereinafter, a carrier) 970 fastened to the main board 920.
The metal member 930 has a curved shaped along an outer
circumference (perimeter) of the carrier 970.

Referring to FIG. 9A, the apparatus 900 includes a com-
munication module (not shown) and proximity sensor mod-
ule (not shown), which are electrically connected to the dif-
ferent nodes 931 and 933 of the metal member 930 via the
lines 941 and 951, respectively.

Therefore, a signal processed by the communication mod-
ule and a signal processed by the proximity sensor module
may be branched (processed in parallel). The metal member
930 operates as a monopole antenna by receiving power sup-
plied from the communication module. Further, the proxim-
ity sensor module senses variations in the electrostatic capaci-
tance of the metal member 930 and outputs a signal
corresponding to the sensing result to a controller. The appa-
ratus shown in FIG. 9A operates in a manner similar to that
described with regard to FIG. 7A.

Referring to FIG. 9B, the apparatus 960 includes a node
931 of the metal member 930 that electrically connects to the
communication module (not shown) and the proximity sensor
module (not shown) via the branched lines 941 and 951,
respectively. Inthis case, the apparatus 960 can include a filter
977 for branching the signal processed by the communication
module and the signal processed by the proximity sensor
module. The apparatus shown in FIG. 9B operates in a man-
ner similar to that described with regard to FIG. 7B.

In particular, the apparatus 900 (FIG. 9A) and 960 (FIG.
9B) includes at least one or more antenna elements to protect
antenna performance against deterioration caused by the
proximity sensor module. For example, the antenna element
may be a floating inductor 980 provided to a node of the
proximity sensor module. As illustrated, the floating inductor
980 is provided to the line 951 connecting the metal member
930 and the proximity sensor module.

FIGS. 10A and 10B illustrate perspective drawings of the
apparatus shown in corresponding FIGS. 8A and 8B, respec-
tively.

Referring to FIGS. 10A and 10B, the apparatus includes a
metal member 1030 and a main board 1020. The metal mem-
ber 1030 has electrostatic capacitance that varies depending
on a distance to an approaching conductor and that transmits
and receives a signal in at least one or more communication
service bands. The main board 1020 includes a communica-
tion module (not shown) and a proximity sensor module (not
shown) to operate with the metal member 1030. In particular,
the metal member 1030 is attached to an injection molded
member (hereinafter, a carrier) 1070 fastened to the main
board 1020. The metal member 1030 has a curved shaped
along an outer circumference of the carrier 1070. As would be
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recognized, the molded member may be made of an insulat-
ing material (e.g., a plastic or rubber) to prevent interference
with the antenna performance characteristics.

The metal member 1030 can operate as a PIFA or an IFA
having a power feeding node 1031 for supplying current and
a ground node 1032 for grounding. The power feeding node
1031 of the apparatus 1000 is electrically connected to the
communication module via a line 1041. The ground node
1032 of the metal member 1030 is electrically connected to a
ground 1021 of the main board 1020 via a line 1022.

Referring to FIG. 10A, the apparatus 1000 includes a com-
munication module and a proximity sensor module (neither
of which are shown) that are electrically connected to differ-
ent nodes 1031 and 1033 of the metal member 1030 via the
lines 1041 and 1051.

Therefore, a signal processed by the communication mod-
ule 1040 and a signal processed by the proximity sensor
module may be processed in parallel.

FIG. 10A operates in a manner similar to that described
with regard to FIG. 8A and need not repeated again herein.

Referring to FIG. 10B, the apparatus 1060 includes a
power feeding node 1031 of the metal member 1030 that
electrically connected to the communication module (not
shown) and the proximity sensor module (not shown) via the
branched lines 1041 and 1051. The apparatus 1060 can
include a filter 1077 for branching the signal processed by the
communication module 1040 and the signal processed by the
proximity sensor module.

FIG. 10B operates in a manner similar to that described
with regard to FIG. 8B and need not repeated again herein.

In general, with regard apparatus 1000 (FIG. 10A) and the
apparatus 1060 (FIG. 10B) at least one or more antenna
elements are included to prevent antenna performance deg-
radation caused by the (not shown) proximity sensor module.
For example, the antenna element may be a floating inductor
1080 connected to a node of the proximity sensor module. As
illustrated, the floating inductor 1080 is provided to the line
1051 connecting the metal member 1030 and the proximity
sensor module.

Further, when the metal member 1030 is grounded to the
ground 1021 (FIG. 10B) of the main board 1020, the prox-
imity sensor module does not operate normally. To avoid this,
at least one or more antenna elements (e.g., a series capacitor
1090) are connected to the ground node 1032. As illustrated,
the series capacitor 1090 is provided to a line connecting the
ground node 1032 and the ground 1021. Due to the series
capacitance 1090 provided to the ground node 1032, the
proximity sensor module can recognize that the ground node
1032 is open and thus can normally operate.

FIGS. 11A, 11B, 12A and 12B illustrate further aspects of
ametal member used both as an antenna and a sensor element,
and an apparatus including the metal member according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. The metal
member may also be used both as an antenna and a sensor
element. That is, the metal member may be used as the
antenna or the sensor element or both as the antenna and the
sensor element.

FIG. 11A has a structure similar to the embodiment 700 of
FIG. 7A, FIG. 11B has a structure similar to the embodiment
760 of FIG. 7B, FIG. 12A has a structure similar to the
embodiment 800 of FIG. 8A and FIG. 12B has a structure
similar to the embodiment 860 of FIG. 8B. However, FIGS.
11A-12B are different from corresponding FIGS. 7A-8B in
that the metal member 1130 of an embodiment 1100 of FIGS.
11A and 1160 of FIG. 11B and the metal member 1230 of an
embodiment 1200 of FIGS. 12A and 1260 of FIG. 12B are
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different from the metal members of the apparatuses 700,
760, 800 and 860 of FIGS. 7A-FIG. 8B, respectively.

More specifically, the metal members 1130 and 1230 of
FIGS. 11A and 11B and FIGS. 12A and 12B, respectively,
can be extended up to case frames 1110 and 1210, respec-
tively, by extensions 1111 and 1211 to form an external
appearance of the portable terminal, respectively. Further, the
extensions 1111 and 1211 of metal members 1130 and 1230,
respectively, can include metal elements that contribute to the
case frames 1110 and 1210 that form the external appearance
of the portable terminal. For example, metal brims exposed
externally to beatify the external appearance of the terminal
and formed on the case frames 1110 and 1210 can operate as
an antenna or a sensor element, in accordance with the prin-
ciples of the invention.

FIG. 13 is a block diagram of a portable wireless terminal
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

Referring to FIG. 13, the portable wireless terminal
includes a controller 1310, an antenna 1320, a proximity
sensor module 1340, a communication module 1350, an
antenna matching unit 1355, a display unit 1360, a storage
unit 1370, a codec 1380, a speaker 1381, a microphone 1382,
and an input unit 1390.

The controller 1310 provides overall control to the portable
terminal. In particular, the controller 1310 includes a modem
for processing transmission and reception signals of commu-
nication module 1350. However, the present invention is not
limited thereto, and thus the communication module 1350 can
be implemented such that the transmission and reception
signals are individually processed.

The communication module 1350 processes signals having
a corresponding communication service band that are trans-
mitted and/or received through the antenna 1320 and the
antenna matching unit 1355. The communication module
1350 includes at least one or more communication modules
1350-1 . .. 1350-N, each of which is associated with a com-
munication service band. The controller 1310 can determine
an appropriate communication module according to a com-
munication environment (e.g., a handover to a heterogeneous
network) and an environment configured by a user.

The antenna 1320 can transmit and receive a signal in at
least one or more communication service bands. Further, the
antenna 1320 also serves as a sensor element of the proximity
sensor module 1340. According to the exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention, one antenna is used for two
usages. As a result, a mounting space within a form factor of
currently available portable terminals can be achieved as the
dual-use of the antenna 1320 provides for a reduced space
requirement. In addition, by allowing one component (or
element) to perform multiple functions, there is a savings in
manufacturing cost.

The portable terminal can further include a branching unit
1378 having a filter for branching the signal processed by the
communication module 1350 and the signal processed by the
proximity sensor module 1340 among signals transmitted
through the antenna 1320, as described with regard to FIG.
7B, for example.

The proximity sensor module 1340 outputs a signal asso-
ciated with an electrostatic capacitance to the controller 1310.
The capacitance varies depending on a distance between the
antenna 1320 and a conductor (e.g., a hand). Further, the
proximity sensor module 1340 may output a proximity signal
to the controller 1310 as the electrostatic capacitance varies or
only when the electrostatic capacitance reaches a threshold
value. According to the exemplary embodiment of the present
invention when the proximity signal is received from the
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proximity sensor module 1340, the controller 1310 can
reduce a specific absorption rate (SAR) by decreasing power
supplied to the antenna 1320.

Further, the controller 1310 controls the antenna matching
unit 1355 for ensuring antenna performance in association
with the antenna 1320 according to a magnitude of electro-
static capacitance received from the proximity sensor module
1340 or according to whether a power feeding signal is
received from the proximity sensor module 1340. For
example, if no proximity signal is received from the proxim-
ity sensor module 1340, the controller 1310 controls the
antenna matching unit 1355 according to a first method, and
if a proximity signal is received from the proximity sensor
module 1340, the controller 1310 controls the antenna match-
ing unit 1355 according to a second method. When the prox-
imity signal is generated from the proximity sensor module
1340, it indicates that a conductor is within a predetermined
range of the antenna 1320.

The antenna matching unit 1355 may be a circuit consist-
ing of an antenna element such as a capacitor, an inductor, etc.
According to pre-set control of the controller 1310, capaci-
tance or inductance of the antenna matching unit 1355 is
regulated. Alternatively, as illustrated in FIG. 14, the antenna
matching unit 1355 can form an auxiliary antenna 1330
which oscillates (or not oscillate) with the antenna 1320
under the control of the controller 1310. Referring to FIG. 14,
the antenna matching unit 1355 includes a switching unit for
electrically connecting, or disconnecting, the auxiliary
antenna 1330 under the control of the controller 1310.

Further, the present invention can include various sensor
modules in place of the proximity sensor module 1340. For
example, the terminal can include a touch sensor module, a
thermal sensor module, a humidity sensor module, etc. How-
ever, it is important that the 1° antenna 1320 also serve as the
sensor element for such sensor modules. In addition, the
controller 1310 can control the antenna matching unit 1355
by using information obtained from the sensor modules. For
example, the terminal sensor module senses varying tempera-
ture through the antenna 1320, and can report the sensed
result to the controller 1310. Upon sensing of the temperature
which can cause deterioration in performance of the antenna
1320, the controller 1310 can control the antenna matching
unit 1355 to ensure antenna performance.

The above-described methods with regard to the operation
of the controller according can be implemented in hardware,
firmware or as software or computer code that can be stored in
a recording medium such as a CD ROM, an RAM, a floppy
disk, a hard disk, or a magneto-optical disk or computer code
downloaded over a network originally stored on a remote
recording medium or a non-transitory machine readable
medium and to be stored on a local recording medium, so that
the methods described herein can be rendered in such soft-
ware that is stored on the recording medium using a general
purpose computer, or a special processor or in programmable
or dedicated hardware, such as an ASIC or FPGA. As would
be understood in the art, the computer, the processor, micro-
processor controller or the programmable hardware include
memory components, e.g., RAM, ROM, Flash, etc. that may
store or receive software or computer code that when
accessed and executed by the computer, processor or hard-
ware implement the processing methods described herein. In
addition, it would be recognized that when a general purpose
computer accesses code for implementing the processing
shown herein, the execution of the code transforms the gen-
eral purpose computer into a special purpose computer for
executing the processing shown herein.
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Thus, while the invention has been described with regard to
varying electrostatic capacitance (proximity sensor), it would
be recognized that the operation of the sensor module is based
on an appropriate measured parameter (e.g., temperature)
associated with a type of sensor module being considered.

Since the display unit 1360, the storage unit 1370, the
codec 1380, the input unit 1390, the microphone 1381, and
the speaker 1382 are well-known elements of the terminal,
descriptions of these elements need not be provided herein for
one skilled in the art to recognize and appreciate the inventive
concept regarding replacing multiple elements with a single
multi-functional element described herein.

In conclusion, the present invention provides a metal mem-
ber used both as an antenna and a sensor element, and an
apparatus with the metal member to provide for a combined
antenna/sensor element in a portable wireless terminal.
Accordingly, the present invention can also provide for a
decrease in manufacturing cost, make the terminal slimmer in
size, and ensure both antenna performance and sensor perfor-
mance.

While the present invention has been particularly shown
and described with reference to exemplary embodiments
thereof, it will be understood by those skilled in the art that
various changes in form and details may be made therein
without departing from the spirit and scope of the present
invention as defined by the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A portable terminal comprising:

apatterned metal member used for both an antenna radiator

for transmitting and receiving signals in one or more

communication service bands, and as a sensor element
that senses whether a sensed body is proximate the por-
table terminal;

a circuit board comprising:

a communication module electrically coupled to the pat-
terned metal member for processing a first signal
received by the patterned metal member; and

a sensor module electrically coupled to the pattern metal
member and obtaining a second signal from the pat-
terned metal member that differs in frequency from
the first signal, and generating a signal based on the
second signal which varies in response to the sensed
body; and

a case frame;

wherein the patterned metal member includes an exten-

sion, the extension being a first portion of the patterned

metal member which is extended beyond the circuit
board to an external edge of the case frame and is
arranged along the external edge so as to form a portion
of an external appearance of the portable terminal, while

a remaining portion of the patterned metal member is

disposed on the circuit board inside the portable termi-

nal.

2. The portable terminal of claim 1, wherein the patterned
metal member has a first node electrically connected to the
communication module and a second node electrically con-
nected to the sensor module.

3. The portable terminal of claim 1, wherein the patterned
metal member has one node electrically connected to the
communication module and to the sensor module.

4. The portable terminal of claim 1, wherein the circuit
board further includes a filter for branching the first signal to
the communication module and the second signal to the sen-
sor module.

5. The portable terminal of claim 1, wherein the circuit
board has a first line for electrically connecting the patterned
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metal member with the communication module and a second
line for electrically connecting the patterned metal member
with the sensor module.

6. The portable terminal of claim 5, further comprising a
floating inductor formed on the second line.

7. The portable terminal of claim 2, wherein the patterned
metal member further includes a third node electrically con-
nected to a ground of the circuit board.

8. The portable terminal of claim 7, wherein the circuit
board has a line for electrically connecting the third node of
the patterned metal member and the ground and has a series
capacitor formed in the line electrically connecting the third
node and the ground.

9. The portable terminal of claim 1, wherein the circuit
board further comprising:

an antenna matching unit for regulating an oscillation fea-

ture of the patterned metal member by changing at least
one of a capacitance and an inductance under the control
of a controller wherein the controller controls the
antenna matching unit according to a signal received
from the sensor module.

10. The portable terminal of claim 9, wherein the antenna
matching unit comprises:

an auxiliary antenna; and

a switching unit for electrically connecting the auxiliary

antenna to the controller under the control of the con-
troller.

11. The portable terminal of claim 9, wherein the controller
controls the antenna matching unit in a first manner if infor-
mation received by the sensor module does not reach a thresh-
old value and the signal from the sensor module is not gen-
erated, and controls the antenna matching unit in a second
manner if the information received by the sensor module
reaches the threshold value and the sensor module generates
the signal, wherein the threshold is associated with a param-
eter measured by the sensor module.

12. The portable terminal of claim 9, wherein the sensor
module outputs a signal to the controller if information
regarding a sensed body reaches a threshold value, and the
controller controls the antenna matching unitin a first manner
if a signal is not received from the sensor module, and con-
trols the antenna matching unit in a second manner if a signal
is received from the sensor module, wherein the threshold is
associated with a parameter measured by the sensor module.

13. The portable terminal of claim 9, wherein the sensor
module comprises a proximity sensor and outputs a proximity
signal to the controller if a variation of electrostatic capaci-
tance of the patterned metal member reaches a threshold
value.

14. The portable terminal of claim 1, wherein the sensor
module comprises a proximity sensor and outputs a proximity
signal to a controller if a variation of electrostatic capacity of
the patterned metal member reaches a threshold value,
wherein the controller, responsive to the proximity signal,
reduces current supplied to the patterned metal member.

15. The portable terminal of claim 1, wherein the patterned
metal member is attached to one of: a non-grounded portion
of'a main board and an injected molded member fastened to
the main board.

16. The portable terminal of claim 1, wherein the first
portion of the patterned metal member is narrower than the
remaining portion, and the first portion forms at least part of
a metal brim formed around an outer perimeter of the case
frame.

17. The portable terminal of claim 1, wherein the sensor
module is selected from a group consisting of: a touch sensor
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module, a proximity sensor module, and a humidity sensor a circuit board comprising:
module and a thermal sensor module. a first communication module electrically coupled to the
18. The portable terminal of claim 1, wherein the patterned patterned metal member at a first end thereof for pro-
metal member oscillates in any one of types of a monopole cessing a first signal received by the patterned metal
antenna, an Inverted F Antenna (IFA), and a Planar Inverted F 5 member;
Antenna (PIFA). a second communication module electrically coupled to

the patterned metal member at a second end thereof
opposite the first end, for processing a second signal
received by the patterned metal member; and

19. The portable terminal of claim 1, wherein the commu-
nication module processes a signal of one or more commu-
nication service bands selected from a group consisting of:

LTE. WiMAX. CDMA. GSM. PCS. DCS. WCDMA. EVDO. 1© a sensor module electrically coupled to the patterned
HSPA. GPS. BT. and WiFi. ’ ’ ’ ’ metal member at a point in between the first and

second ends and obtaining a third signal from the
patterned metal member that differs in frequency
from each of the first and second signals, and gener-

15 ating a signal based on the third signal which varies in
response to the sensed body.

20. A portable terminal comprising:

apatterned metal member used for both an antenna radiator
for transmitting and receiving signals in a plurality of
communication service bands, and as a sensor element
that senses whether a sensed body is proximate the por-
table terminal; ® ok ok ok



